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Appendix 

Appendix 1: Short Summaries of the Five Testimonials Used as Data Material 

Testimonial 1: ‘Anything can happen on Macedonia road’ – Anonymous (International Women* 

Space, 2015, pp. 181–187) 

The testimonial is by an anonymous woman, who comes from Addis Abeba in Ethiopia. She has a 

daughter, who got bullied because of her Muslim name in a Christian community. This together with 

the security situation motivated the testimonee to flee. However, due to financial and security 

considerations, she left her daughter with her grandparents and left to Syria. Deducing from other 

information given in the testimonial, this must have been between 2011-2014. From Syria, she 

continued walking to Turkey and then arrived in Greece by boat. At this point, she was pregnant. 

Accompanied by her partner’s uncle, another family, and additional young men, she then proceeded 

along the so-called ‘old Balkan-route’ (UNHCR, 2020). From Macedonia she entered Serbia by foot, 

was pushed back to Macedonia and re-entered Serbia. She then attempted to cross Hungary by train 

but was pushed back again. In the end, a Syrian family offered her a ride in their car to Munich. After 

arriving in Berlin the next day, she gave birth to her son Adam shortly later. 

Testimonial 2: ‘I was trafficked through Libya’ – Mercy (International Women* Space, 2018, pp. 71–

83) 

In 2007, the 14 year old Nigerian testimonee Mercy stopped going to school and was raped by her 

cousin shortly later. To continue her education, her sister’s boyfriend connected her with a woman* 

who was supposed to bring her to Italy for work. Before leaving Nigeria, Mercy was forced to 

participate in a voodoo ceremony. During their bus journey out of Nigeria, Mercy and her female 

companions got raped by soldiers. After arriving in Libya and after refusing to work as a prostitute, 

Mercy worked for her female companions before being sold to Emmanuel, who forced her into 

prostitution. After threatening to get him arrested, she could leave the prostitution house and started 

working for an Arab family that treated her poorly. In 2011, after the war in Libya started, Emmanuel 

and Mercy fled to Italy, following the so-called Central Mediterranean-route (FRONTEX, 2020). Again, 

and threatening her with voodoo, Emmanuel forced her into prostitution. After becoming pregnant, 

she decided to continue her journey and escape from prostitution. Together with a friend, Peter, she 

left Italy after multiple threats and attacks by Emmanuel. After crossing Switzerland, they reached 

Germany. There, the violence continued. She gave birth and learned that Emmanuel had followed her. 

After she pressed charges, he was convicted and imprisoned. Peter also had started abusing her and 

she spent some time in a psychiatric hospital. Peter continuously abused her and befriended 

Emmanuel. Out of fear of him revealing her address, she moved to a women’s shelter for a short while. 

Being denied a longer stay due to her legal title, she had to move back to her old flat in Stuttgart, where 

Peter and her neighbours further harassed her. Finally, in 2016 she moved to Berlin, where she 

continued her education and received a three-year residence permit. 

Testimonial 3: Hey, you might be in a similar situation one day – Maryam (International Women* 

Space, 2018, pp. 99–109) 

Maryam is an Iranian woman* and was expelled from university due to her political activities. Due to 

her fear of being politically persecuted, she decided to leave Iran with her boyfriend Ahmad sometime 

after 2009. After a first unsuccessful attempt to cross the border, they joined the Kurdish PJAK forces 

in Iraqi Kurdistan. While Ahmad wanted to stay, Maryam wanted to continue her journey to Europe 

which led to a lot of complications. In the meantime, Maryam became rather involved with the PJAK. 
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Because Ahmad was opposed to her idea to move to Rojava, they decided to move to Turkey. After a 

difficult and dangerous crossing, Maryam stayed in Turkey for a year before continuing her flight. 

Before her departure to Greece, she got raped by a smuggler and blamed for it by Ahmad and others 

in the group. She also continued her flight along the ‘old Balkan-route’ (UNHCR, 2020) via Macedonia, 

Serbia, then – after a push-back – to Hungary and then Germany. While being transferred to different 

camps, the relationship with Ahmad worsened, who continued to abuse her. Because of this, she left 

to Berlin, where she received a positive answer for her asylum case but had to be hospitalized into the 

psychiatric ward for 11 days. 

Testimonial 4: ‘I have many scars on my body’ – Anonymous (International Women* Space, 2015, 

pp. 14–25) 

The anonymous testimonee comes from an Afghani family living in Iran. In 2004 as 14-year-old, she 

got married against her will. Her husband severely abused her, resulting in a miscarriage. After filing 

for divorce and continuous violence, she and her family moved; First, within Iran and later to 

Afghanistan. Since the situation did not improve, they decided to join her older brother in Norway. 

Around 2009, the fled from Afghanistan via Iran to Turkey and then by boat to Greece. Using fake 

Romanian passports, they continued their journey by plane to Norway. After five years there, she was 

supposed to be deported and was jailed, where she started harming herself. After further unsuccessful 

court appeals, she fled with her family to Germany. During the time of the testimonial, it was still 

uncertain whether they could stay in Germany. Hence, the testimonee was afraid of being sent back 

to Norway or deported to Afghanistan. 

The data material selected from this testimonial includes the time frame after leaving Afghanistan and 

ends with the arrival in Norway. Due to her Irani-Afghani origin, the relocation from Iran to Afghanistan 

did not appear to constitute an inbetweenness: Her family possessed land in Afghanistan and the move 

did not seem to constitute a major change in the testimonees life – at least following my interpretation 

of her testimonial. Ending the data material with her arrival in Norway was motivated by the 

preliminary end of inbetweenness: The testimonee becomes subject of the Norwegian asylum system. 

However, her cross-national background and especially her experiences in Norway and the 

continuation to Germany demonstrate the urgent need to critical reflect on spatially and border-based 

approaches to flight. This includes the narratives of belonging and arrival, as further described in the 

discussion chapter of this thesis (see Chapter 5.5.2).  

Testimonial 5: ‘Don’t label me, because I don’t label myself’ – Dania (International Women* Space, 

2018, pp. 211–219) 

Dania is a Syrian testimonee, who lived in Damascus during the beginning of the civil war in Syria. 

Shortly after the death of her younger sister, she started a relationship with a woman in 2013 and 

became well known for her activism in the LGBTQIA+ community. In 2015, she left Syria, when invited 

to a conference in Turkey. There, she was working in an organisation for homosexual Arab refugees 

and only left Turkey after the increased violence against the LGBTQIA+ community in Turkey. Together 

with others, she took a rubber boat to Lesbos in Greece, where she had to be hospitalized because of 

a knee injury. After a failed attempt to fly to Poland using a fake ID, she followed the ‘old Balkan-route’ 

(UNHCR, 2020) to Macedonia, Hungary and Austria. Although she wanted to continue her journey to 

Sweden, her health forced her to remain in Germany. There, she received permission to stay for three 

years and continues her political activism by giving seminars on Islamophobia, homophobia, and 

women’s rights.  
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Appendix 2: Coded Transcript of the Content Analysis and Interpretation Meeting with Suh Mary 

on the 16.02.2021 

Participants 

R: Rebekka Rohe 

S: Suh Mary
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Appendix 3: Coded Transcript of the Data Analysis and Interpretation Meeting with Suh Mary on 

the 18.02.2021 

Participants 

R: Rebekka Rohe 

S: Suh Mary
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Appendix 4: Transcript of the Communicative Validation with Suh Mary on the 27.04.2021 

Participants 

R.: Rebekka Rohe 

S.: Suh Mary 

1 [Introduction] #00:00:38# 

2 R.: OK, so I did quite a lot of thinking last time, so I will try to give you a good overview because 
it was many different things that happened. And so I think the first grand thing that I thought 
about when going through our coding was that originally I thought that there was agency, there 
was vulnerability and that there was factors in between. And I guess what changed a little bit is 
that I thought that a lot of those factors that I thought were in between agency and vulnerability 
are maybe actually vulnerability. Because I thought what is vulnerability? Vulnerability is not this 
one existing concept, but the financial situation and the religion. All of that kind of constitutes 
vulnerability. Do you think that that those factors are a vulnerability in that sense? #00:01:32# 

3 S.: Yeah, it contributes. It contributes to vulnerability. #00:01:36# 

4 R.: Exactly. And that all those different factors and the some of the factors and how the factors 
interact, all of that determines the vulnerability in the sense that are those women together, of 
course, with gender and being a refugee per-se, that constitutes whether they are prone to 
violence. And that is so that is, I think, the first big change that I kind of thought. But do you think 
that makes sense as well? #00:02:02# 

5 S.: Yeah, me too. I think that it contributes. #00:02:04# 

6 R.: OK, yeah. But I didn't ask, did you have any further thinking after our last conversation, 
anything that you thought would be important to add? #00:02:15# 

7 S.: I don't. I didn't think of anything that we need to add on it. #00:02:20# 

8 R.: Because whenever, because today is really about just checking whether we agree in what 
came out. And I will tell you, like all the things that I changed a little bit and whether you think 
that is a good change and whether you have any further input, stuff like that, it's really only 
validating the data. OK, so that was, I think, really the biggest underlying change. And the, the 
second big thing that I noticed is that I think last time I mis-explained, I did it wrong with telling 
what the different forms of violence is, because the, the things we did find in violence, they are 
all important. But for example, a lot of times we said that if there was a psychological harm, that 
that was indirect violence. But actually and I think it's better to define psychological violence as 
form of direct violence as well, because it is a really existing violation that happens from a person 
to another person. So it is really, it's not only hitting, but also if if I verbally abuse you of you 
verbally abused me, it's a form of violence that really has an actor. So it's either me or you that 
really acts violent. #00:03:37# 

9 S.: Yeah, like, affects you emotionally. #00:03:38# 

10 R.: Exactly. #00:03:39# 

11 S.: And I think indirect violence, just like you are doing something to somebody without knowing 
that you are wrong, you don't have to do it. The opposite person feels that what you are doing 
is totally wrong, but you feel it is OK for you. So I think that one is indirect violence. #00:04:02# 
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12 R.: That exactly, that is important. And what literature also says indirect violence is more. It can 
be a whole system. You know, it's not direct violence is as soon as it is between individuals or 
between groups. So I hit you or you verbally abused me. It's very clear to say, OK, you were the 
perpetrator. I was the perpetrator. But for example- #00:04:21# 

13 S.: Yeah, that is direct. #00:04:22# 

14 R.: Exactly. And indirect violence, it's bigger. So, for example, a very popular example in literature 
for indirect violence is, for example, if you cannot get a job simply because there are no jobs for 
women, this is not really one person that says women cannot get a job, but it's the whole system 
that acts like this. #00:04:42# 

15 S.: It's a company, yeah it's like society. #00:04:44# 

16 R.: Exactly. Or for example, another example is, for example, in a refugee camp, there is no 
possibility to lock the door of the shower or stuff like this. It's not itself, it's not a person decided 
not to put a lock, but it is an infrastructure of violence in the sense that anything can happen 
afterwards. You know, you can lock the door, anyone can come in. So it enables direct violence. 
But itself, the infrastructure is already a system that brings inequality. So it's the lack, it's the 
unequal distribution of possibilities. It's not necessarily a harm perse. But, you know, for 
example, also starving. Of course, nobody stops you in an active sense, but you are being starved 
because you lack the opportunities to eat. So that is also a violence. #00:05:32# 

17 S.: Yeah. #00:05:32# 

18 R.: So what I did, because last time I'm sorry, I mis-explained that. Because I think all everything 
that we found is very valuable, because you think what we framed as indirect violence is really 
more the psychological direct violence. And so what I did is I went through the interviews again 
and also checked, for example, cases of infrastructure. So we have the case where, for example, 
one woman gets locked into a prison and there is no extra cells for women. So she has to stay in 
the floor or there is the part in the refugee center where there's 200 women all locked together 
with only one shower or another case where she can't lock the door. This is all what I would say. 
This is actually indirect violence, if you agree. #00:06:20# 

19 S.: Yeah. Because they (inaudible) of them. #00:06:21# 

20 R.: Exactly because it leads to direct violence and enables it. But it's a system that is just treating 
them unequally as women. Yeah. So I, I put the citations. They didn't have a women's section, so 
they kept me in the hallway. But actually it also leads in one case to agency because in this one 
case where she is in prison and there is no extra cell, they bring her boyfriend out a couple of 
times for him to smoke. And in that time they can talk with each other. Or there's also the other 
case where there is no female police officer so she doesn't get searched. And you could say that 
is in direct violence because there is no female police officer, but at the same time, it leads to 
agency. So there is also the interaction. #00:07:08# 

21 S.: There is interaction, yeah. #00:07:10# 

22 R.: Mhm. Or. Yeah, exactly. So this is what I kind of framed as infrastructural violence, as indirect 
violence. And what I also put as indirect violence is work as infrastructure. So there's a lot of 
situations where she can't work because either they say there is no normal job for black girls in 
Italy or they say you cannot work as a woman. She also had to become a prostitute or, you know, 
she didn't know Kurdish, all those. It's also not really perpetrated by one person, but it's work-, 
work related and indirect violence, I would say. #00:07:47# 
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23 S.: So I think we talked about that and said it was indirect violence. #00:07:52# 

24 R.: Exactly. Yeah. And the last one of indirect violence that I put also fear of violence. So there's 
a couple of situations where the women are afraid something will happen. So they go with other 
men and then those men do something so out of fear, you know, they constantly have to worry 
that something happens. And although it's not the violence itself, I think the fear of violence itself 
is already the inequality, which is indirect violence. Yeah, it's the psychological stress, I think. 
#00:08:21# 

25 S.: Yes. #00:08:22# 

26 R.: OK, so that was like the, the, I think from the whole structure, those were the two things that 
I adjusted a little bit because I think it makes more sense like that if you agree. #00:08:33# 

27 S.: Yeah. #00:08:34# 

28 R.: And yeah, and besides that, so because I tried to it's so much information, I'm sorry, it's all in 
my head (laughing), I try to give it to you that it's easier to understand. The main questions that 
I try to answer is the first big question is, are refugee women vulnerable? And I think it's very 
clear that, yes, in all interviews, in all situations, they have vulnerability and we identified those 
different layers of vulnerability. #00:09:03#  

29 S.: Yes. #00:09:04# 

30 R.: And so what I have found is, we, I mean, I just pretty much summed up the ones that we 
talked about. So it's health that we had. Different cases of health and psychological health and 
psychological health that influence it, in which direction it goes. We had pregnancy, quite a lot 
of pregnancy 14 times in different interviews. We had sexuality, companionship, and I put as 
network together, the access to social media and access to, to technology and social contacts. 
So real life contacts that both as network. Language skills, financial situation, ethnicity and 
nationality and what I put in ethnicity and nationality as well is what we defined as legal situation. 
#00:09:57# 

31 S.: Okay. #00:09:57# 
R.: You remember we when they didn't have the papers, they didn't have the passport, stuff like 
this. I thought this is very clear one subpart of nationality because of their nationality, they do 
have the papers or they don't have the papers. It's kind of- #00:10:10# 

32 S.: Ethnicity. #00:10:13# 

33 R.: And nationality, I thought. Right? #00:10:15# 

34 S.: Yes. #00:10:16# 

35 R.: It's like a sign of nationality. You can say, oh, and the last thing is also religion, because we 
had Christianity and Islam. And for now I also put voodoo in religion. Would you agree that 
voodoo is a religion or? #00:10:31# 

36 S.: For me, I don't think voodoo is a religion. #00:10:33# 

37 R.: What, what would you say it is? #00:10:35# 
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38 S.: When we talk of religion, we talk like we talk of Muslims. We talk of Christians, yeah we talk 
of other religions, but not voodoo, voodoo is like a tradition or something created by man. 
#00:10:51# 

39 R.: And what is it like, spirituality maybe? Is it- #00:10:57# 

40 S.: It's spirituality, yeah. Spirituality created by man. #00:10:59# 

41 R.: So if I put it religion and spirituality, because I think it's still closer to religion than any other, 
right? I mean, the voodoo part, it's still closer. #00:11:09# 

42 S.: That is closer to religion because it's satanic deed. It's satanic. Closer to religions but call it 
spiritual and religion. #00:11:18# 

43 R.: OK, so, yeah, we name it both. It's OK for you that we include it there? #00:11:23# 

44 S.: Yeah. Anyone. Anyone is okay. #00:11:25# 

45 R.: OK, so I think those were the main, I mean I had changed a little bit as well and the coding we 
did is for example, with the deceivement we had, you know, that people were deceived, that I 
added, for example, this one girl Macy, that I added one code that she was deceived into 
prostitution because she thought that she was going to go- #00:11:48# 

46 S.: To work. #00:11:49# 

47 R.: Exactly. And so I, I recoded because I think our deceived code we only established afterwards. 
I coded that she was deceived into prostitution. And you remember this other girl, this Iranian 
girl who she got with her boyfriend to Iraq and he wanted to become a rebel. #00:12:07# 

48 S.: Yes, I remember. #00:12:08# 
 

49 R.: And he also said that they would go to Europe. So I also added deceivement there because 
she thought- #00:12:13# 
 

50 S.: She was deceived, yeah. #00:12:15# 

51 R.: So I added those codes. And I also coded one new contact because also Macy, you know, she 
was forced into prostitution. And first she didn't contact her parents. But after, once when she 
was pregnant and she wanted to leave to Germany, her mother called her boyfriend and said: 
"Yes, you have to go to Germany, you have to help her". And only then her boyfriend came along. 
So I coded this as like the mother convincing the boyfriend I, I coded as as contact as well that 
the contact helped with agency because the mother helped her with convincing the boyfriend 
#00:12:51# 

52 S.: Yeah, that is agency. Because the mother got involved. #00:12:54# 

53 R.: Yes. And I edit also that the mom is as contact like in the network. I edit the mother as. 
#00:13:00# 

54 S.: Yeah. Yeah. #00:13:02# 

55 R.: And, oh exactly. And in the last one you remember the Syrian, it was the Syrian woman who 
was very politically active in the lesbian community. And yes, at the end she went to the house, 
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she went to the airport with a fake passport. And there she, she pretended to be Polish and she 
had to translate something in Polish. And the guy said, no, you're not Polish, but- #00:13:25# 

56 S.: Polish. #00:13:26# 

57 R.: But then he also said, I understand why you do it, so please go away, but don't come back. 
So, I coded that as favoritism of being, being Syrian because he said, I understand why you do it. 
And he did not call the police, but he actually helped her and just said she should go away. So I 
thought that was favoritism because she was Syrian. Do you agree? #00:13:48# 

58 S.: Yeah favored. She was favored. it's favorism. #00:13:51# 

59 R.: OK. And I also coded the one time that the bus was changing the route, like one time this girl, 
I think it was also the Syrian. She wanted to continue to Sweden, but then the bus took another 
turn and she ended up in Germany. So I coded that as like external reasons, like influencing, you 
know, we had the weather and the bombing. And it also said it's nothing she decided. But it was 
an external situation that limited her agency because she wanted to go into another place. But 
in the end, she ended up in Germany because the bus took another route. #00:14:26# 

60 S.: Yes, OK. #00:14:29# 

61 R.: And sorry, it's just the list, that I want to see whether you agree with the changes. #00:14:35# 

62 S.: No, it's okay, it's okay. I understand perfectly. #00:14:38# 

63 R.: OK, and I know that we also called we had a category that we called gender norms like 
perceptions about gender. And I also coded that as part of violence, because I actually think it is 
psychological violence, it is gender based psychological violence. But when they called her, you 
know, they said you're a bitch, whatever, like really mean things. I think that's really part of the 
psychological violence. #00:15:06# 

64 S.: Yeah, that is, yeah, yeah. Psychological violence. I agree with that. #00:15:07# 

65 R.: So I definitely see that it is like gender reasons. The gender norms are causing the violence, 
but still it is violence after all. #00:15:17# 

66 S.: Mhm, mhm (agreeing). #00:15:18#  

67 R.: And OK. Now, I think from the big thing, that's really that's that was it. I'm sorry. And like I 
said, I subdivided the violence into indirect violence. And also I kind of tried to change the direct 
violence. So it's I coded it into psychological violence, into physical violence and also sexual 
violence. I made a division between sexual and physical and lastly, also economic violence, 
because sometimes, very often, you know, they took the money away, even they were robbed 
or when she was forced into prostitution. She could not keep the money. I all think that is also 
really very direct violence in an economic sense. #00:16:03# 

68 S.: Yeah, it is direct violence because they can't just peacefully take the money from her. 
#00:16:06# 

69 R.: Exactly. Exactly. And also, it causes so much like it takes so many possibilities and so much 
freedom. So these are the so these are the categories that I found, sexual violence, physical 
violence, psychological violence, economic violence and indirect violence. Do you think there's 
anything missing? Should there be anything else? #00:16:29# 
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70 S.: No, no, no. I don't think so. #00:16:32# 

71 R.: OK great. And then in terms of agency, I also subdivided it into-, because agency is really a lot 
of things (laughing) #00:16:40# 

72 S.: It's broad, yeah. It's really broad. #00:16:44# 

73 R.: So I also kind of thought its different layers of, of agency, which they can do. So on the one 
hand is the ability to move as they want to continue the journey, but also the ability to stay. 
Because there's also situations where she said, I wanted to stay in Turkey, but then they were so 
racist that I decided to continue my journey. So it would have also been agency to decide: Now 
I want to stay. So movement not only is literally moving, but also as possibilities. #00:17:12# 

74 S.: To stay. #00:17:13# 

75 R.: Exactly. And what I also put in there was escaping violence. So it's not only movement in the 
sense of really changing place, but also changing situation. #00:17:23# 

76 S.: Because of violence. Because you are not comfortable where you are. #00:17:27# 

77 R.: Exactly. So this is one agency. So, I put that all under the headline movement or yeah, stuff 
like this agency. And then also a financial agency, whether you can determine what you want to 
spend, whether you can act freely with your money and also the agency to work or to not work. 
You know, there she wanted to get a job and whether she could decide whether she wants to 
get a job. So all, all agency that has to do with that and the decision making. So, the agency 
regarding sexual actions, so, for example, forced prostitution. I did not put that under work 
because I don't think it's work. It's not something you chose. #00:18:11# 

78 S.: It's not work, yeah. Actually, it's something forceful. Prostitution is not a job. Not a job. 
#00:18:17# 

79 R.: So that's why I put it under sexual decision making. So whether they can decide or not decides 
over the body. #00:18:25# 

80 S.: Yeah. #00:18:26# 

81 R.: And lastly, I said exchange of favors. It's also another category of agency, I thought. And so, 
this is like the different the different topics of agency you could say that I found. And from that 
I, I also thought, OK, in which way does that happen? So I thought it's receiving help. That is one 
part of getting out of agency. It's about speaking up against the situation, standing up for oneself. 
It's also deceiving that they actually also actively deceive others and it's simply making decisions 
on actions. So really making plans or a willingness to make plans. #00:19:08# 

82 S.: Yeah. #00:19:06# 

83 R.: Do you think that covers agency or is there anything missing? #00:19:15# 

84 S.: I think it's, it's OK under agency. #00:19:18# 

85 R.: OK, yet so much information, I'm so sorry, it's really a lot (laughing). #00:19:23# 

86 [Discussing the organizational setting for the next meeting] #00:20:33# 
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87 R.: OK, great. But also, you can, if you think, because I'm not sure because it's so much 
information. So I'm sorry. I really don't want to just blurb it all out to you. So please also let me 
know if there is any other way that you would prefer that we talk in another way or I don't know, 
talk about the information differently. #00:20:53# 

88 S.: No, we can, we can talk like this as we are talking. Maybe you read and if I have something to 
contribute, you just tell me the changes on what we talked about. I think it's better this way. 
#00:21:06#  

89 [Goodbye] #00:21:35# 

 

Appendix 5: Transcript of the Communicative Validation with Suh Mary on the 28.04.2021 

Participants 

R: Rebekka Rohe 

S: Suh Mary 

1 [Introduction, personal chat] #00:00:34# 

2 R.: Okay, do you have any questions or anything that came up since yesterday? Any comments? 
#00:00:42# 

3 S.: No, I've been busy all yesterday, so, no, nothing came up for now. #00:00:45# 

4 R.: Oh, no. now with your son probably it's a lot of work, right? #00:00:52# 

5 S.: Yeah, a lot. I write and I try to read all the work when he's in Kita. And when he comes back, 
it's a lot of work. #00:01:04 

6 R.: I can imagine. OK, shall we continue? Do you remember where we stopped yesterday? 
#00:01:14# 

7 S.: Yeah, yesterday we, we talk about the change yesterday, and-. I think we stopped, can you 
remember? I can't remember. #00:01:29# 

8 R.: After I think I tried to, like, introduce the agency, the different forms of agency, and what is 
missing is the different dimensions of vulnerability, what I saw there and then more like the 
general conclusions that I drew and what you might maybe take from it. So, I mean, I think what 
we coded mostly was really the different layers of vulnerability, right? So we found health-. 
#00:01:53# 

9 S.: Yeah, you were talking about something. #00:01:58# 

10 R.: Yes, sorry, the Internet connection is a bit bad right now. Can you hear me because-. 
#00:02:02# 

11 S.: Yeah, I can hear you. #00:02:05# 

12 R.: OK. And yes, so we talked about the different vulnerabilities. So the one that we coded was 
health, and that is included the psychological and the physical health in relation to violence. 
And that happened five times and it's excluding pregnancy. So pregnancy is an extra form. So 
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altogether, it was three women who talked about health. And in all situations it was like this 
that if the health was worse, the agency was also worse. So there was no instance where a 
worse health actually led to more agency, but it was always the relationship that she hurt her 
knee, for example, and that really decreased her agency. And yeah, and with pregnancy: 
Pregnancy, we only found in two interviews. But since it happened 14 times, so we have 14 
codes of pregnancy, I think it's still very, very important and obviously only since two women 
were pregnant, the others obviously will not talk about pregnancy. #00:03:11# 

13 S.: Pregnancy, yeah. #00:03:12# 

14 R.: But it seems to be really important in, for example, that it increases violence, but also that, 
that it enhances agency. So in one case, a woman had to go back specifically from the border 
because she was pregnant. But in many other instances, it actually helped to be pregnant. So, 
within all the dangers of being pregnant and all the violence that happens because of being 
pregnant within the system, there are structures that will help you, that it's like you will be 
favored a little bit. #00:03:47# 

15 S.: Yeah, you will be favored because you are pregnant. So, there is favorism. #00:03:52# 

16 R.: Yes, exactly. And what I found interesting is also that in one instance, I'm not sure whether 
you remember, it was Macy who was pregnant. And then she said, because of my baby, I don't 
want to work as a prostitute anymore. So, I think what is interesting there is that it's not only 
the agency in the sense of having the power, but also having the will to change something. So 
it's not actually only her going away, but it's her wanting to go away for the baby. So- #00:04:19# 

17 S.: Because of the baby. #00:04:22# 

18 R.: So I think it's not only that she actually goes away because of the baby, but she gets new 
strength mentally by being pregnant to actually wanting to leave the situation. I thought. 
#00:04:33# 

19 S.: Yeah, she got the strength to make a decision by her own self. Yes. #00:04:39# 

20 R.: So I think in that sense, it's a bit of the second aspect of agency: Agency not only having the 
power, the strength to change, but also having the will, having the, the want to change 
something. #00:04:53# 

21 S.: Yeah, also being willing to change your situation. #00:04:57# 

22 R.: Exactly. And that because she's pregnant, she wants to do that for the baby. So I think that 
was very interesting because in other instances, it was really only agency in relation to actually 
moving. But really, this will part of agency was really, I feel with pregnancy, the strongest taking 
care. Yeah. And then, as other factor of their ability, sexuality, which was only the case in the 
last of the Syrian refugee who was in the LGBTQI community. And in three instances it 
happened and in two instances limited her agency. So, she wanted to stay in Turkey. But 
because they were so violent against her, because of her sexuality, she had to continue 
movement. So that also seemed to be the case, that it's not enhancing agency being vulnerable, 
but it was actually only limiting the agency. #00:05:53# 

23 S.: It was limiting the agency. Because she decided to leave. #00:05:57# 

24 R.: Yeah, exactly. And then companionship was mentioned in three interviews and we called it-
. Companionship was actually, I think the one after a financial situation that we called it the 
most because it happened 24 times. So, it increases violence but also limits violence and 
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sometimes it enhances agency and sometimes it limits agency. So it really depends. It really 
depends on the companionship. So what I took from that is that agency is enhanced when, for 
example, they were traveling with Syrians and with children, that that really helped because 
she was favored because of that. #00:06:35# 
 

25 S.: Because of the Syrians. #00:06:35# 

26 R.: Exactly so, it's, so it's not only companionship, but it's really also the interaction with 
ethnicity because they were favored as Syrians and because she was traveling with them and 
with the children, those two components really helped increase the agency. #00:06:56# 

27 S.: Yeah. #00:06:57# 

28 R.: But then in other instances, I feel traveling with other men, traveling with the partners was 
really dangerous because I feel most of the violence really happened with the partner. Or when 
agency was taken away, I think that had to do a lot with the women being limited by the partner. 
How do you feel about that? #00:07:16# 

29 S.: Yeah, that's true, because sometimes they feel if the agency is out of reach, they are now 
left with their partners. And that's where the violence starts. #00:07:28# 

30 R.: Mhm, mhm (agreeing). Yeah, exactly, and also that the partners actually take away agencies, 
so the one boyfriend who took away her, her social media, he took away the money, you know, 
he really actively limited not only that she had to rely on it and that he was actually violent, but 
he actually made so many agencies impossible for her. #00:07:51# 

31 S.: Yeah. #00:07:53# 

32 R.: Okay. Then the next one was network that we had split up into access to social media and 
technology and also in context, personal contacts. And altogether we found 14 of those. And in 
all instances, it was that when you had access to technology or you did have those contacts, 
that your agency was enhanced, that-. Yeah, that it was always good to have those. #00:08:20# 

33 S.: Yeah. But yeah, they have always been stuck with not having access to such technology. They 
don't get access to Internet. They don't get access to their phones, so agency is definitely taken 
away from them. #00:08:34# 

34 R.: Of course it's, it's the same relationship. So when you have technology your agency 
enhances. But that also means if your technology is not there, if technology is taken away, it 
limits the agency. That's the #00:08:45# 

35 S.: Yeah. #00:08:46# 

36 R.: Yeah, definitely. But what I mean is that there was no instance where not having technology 
actually increases your agency. This relationship did not happen. It was always having is good, 
not having is bad, but not the other way. #00:09:01# 

37 S.: Yeah. Yeah you're right. #00:09:04# 

38 R.: And the same was also with, with language skills that in all instances having language was 
good and not having language was bad. There was never, yeah. There was never an instance 
where it actually helps not speaking a language. It was always limiting agency because they 
never knew what the others were talking about. #00:09:23# 
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39 S.: Mhm (agreeing), that's true. #00:09:25# 

40 R.: Yeah. And then financial situation, I think you already said last time that financial situation 
is the most important factor. And actually it also it, we coded it the most. It was really the one 
factor that we found everywhere and a lot. And there, I would say interesting is also that most 
of the time it was really when you have more financial or better financial situation, the violence 
becomes less and also your agency becomes more. #00:09:55# 

41 S.: That's right. #00:09:55# 

42 R.: And the only instance where it was different was with the Syrians. You remember it was a 
quote where they said that Syrians will specifically be robbed because the others know that 
they travel with a lot of money. #00:10:08# 

43 S.: With lots of money. Yeah. #00:10:10# 

44 R.: So, i would say that is interesting because there the violence is based not, not necessarily 
even on the real financial situation, but thinking that they have a better situation. So it's a mix, 
I guess, a bit of racism because they think Syrians are all rich. That's a bit of a stereotype in 
combination with financial. #00:10:31# 

45 S.: Yeah. #00:10:31# 

46 R.: But that but that was really the only instance in all other instances having financial-. 
#00:10:40# 

47 S.: Yeah, and that's, that's a limited instance. I think for the Syrians, that is limited. That is just 
like twenty percent of the financial problem when traveling, like twenty percent. Yeah. 
#00:10:55# 

48 R.: Definitely, definitely. I also think because all the others got robbed as well. So, I don't think 
that only Syrians will be robbed. But so many interviews talked about robbing as well, so-. 
#00:11:03# 

49 S.: Yeah. #00:11:04# 

50 R.: And I think, financial is the main problem. Because at times when they get robbery and some 
don't have money, they tends to rape them or they tend to hurt them because they don't have 
the money. So financial actually serves the, for so many things. So, it's really, really important. 
#00:11:29# 

51 R.: Yeah. Yeah. So, I think what is interesting there is that I think finance is very important for 
men and for women. For everyone. #00:11:36# 

52 S.: Yes. #00:11:36# 
 

53 R.: For moving. But I agree that the consequences will probably be different, that if a woman 
cannot pay, she will be raped. If a man cannot pay, maybe he will be sent back. But I am sure 
there is a component of gender there as well. #00:11:51# 

54 S.: Yeah, yeah, yeah. There was a gender problem. #00:11:56# 

55 R.: And I mean, also, it's not only like I did the two codes, as you know, like the financial 
situation, which is really the money the woman has agency over and the financial violence 
which I coded as violence, which really is money taken away. So robbing but really also, you 
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know that women have to prostitute themselves for money. That definitely has to do with their 
financial situation. But I really think it's more a direct case of violence. #00:12:22# 

56 S.: Yes. #00:12:23# 

57 R.: Yeah, OK. And then the other two are ethnicity, like I said, I mixed-. Because I thought about 
separating ethnicity and nationality, but then I also feel in all the interviews it's very mixed. And 
when they say it's racism against Syrians, we don't know whether it's really about them having 
the Syrian passport or whether it's the skin color. We can't tell we don't know that from the 
interviews. So, I left it together, ethnicity, nationality. And then, as I said yesterday, also the 
proof of nationality. So the papers, legal situation and all of that. Yes. And in that situation, it 
was interesting because I felt it was, so I think Syrians, for instance, because the literature said 
that Syrians would be preferred. And I think that happened a lot. But also there were instances 
where racism was happening specifically against Syrians. So there was one instance where a 
lady said: "No, there is no hot water. The Syrians took away all the hot water". So it is also 
negative. So I think for Syrians, it's really sometimes being favored, sometimes not being 
favored. #00:13:34# 

58 S.: Yeah, it really it depends. Because sometimes they are favored, sometimes they're not being 
favored. And even if they know they have money there are places that favor them, too. 
#00:13:45# 

59 R.: Yeah, yeah. #00:13:46# 

60 S.: There are places they are being favored. #00:13:48# 

61 R.: And I think also the legal situation before the refugee status, I think it's much easier for 
Syrians. #00:13:55# 
 

62 S.: Yeah. #00:13:57# 
 

63 R.: And the second thing is that the other women who were Black, I think being Black was always 
negative. So you were always dis-favored. It always led to violence. It always decreased agency. 
So I think for the Syrians, sometimes it was favored. But I think for the non Syrians, it was always, 
they were always non favorites because they were discriminated because of their skin color. So 
it's. So I think that was more decision. Yeah. And only in one instance, you remember maybe 
when she was pregnant, there were some smugglers who actually helped across the border 
because they said: "You're pregnant, I want to help you, and because it's racist, because you 
are Black woman, you will be discriminated. We are helping you." So I think there it was the 
only instance where she was favored. But not favored because of being favored but favored 
because the others knew that she she's discriminated against. #00:14:55# 
 

64 S.: Yeah. #00:14:56# 

65 R.: You know, it's a bit complex. Sorry (laughing), it's like a-. #00:14:57# 

66 S.: It' like, she got favored but they didn't actually have a choice but had to do it because of the 
pregnancy. #00:15:05# 

67 R.: And also because they knew that the situation is even worse for her as a Black woman. So 
they favored her, but not the not the general system favored her, but only to resist the racist 
system. And a little bit, they favored here. #00:15:19# 

68 S.: Mhm (agreeing), all right. #00:15:20# 
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69 R.: But would you agree? Do you think it's like this, too, with the Syrians and other refugees that 
there is the difference? #00:15:27# 

70 S.: Yeah, there is a big difference with the Syrians and other refugees. There is a big difference 
with the skin color. When it comes to skin color, there's a very big difference. There is always 
favorism to the whites. And non-favorism to the Black. It's always like that. From the world until 
you get here and even here, we still have to bother with it, like every day. #00:15:53# 

71 R.: I'm so sorry. Yes, I can only imagine. #00:15:58# 

72 S.: We still have to bother with it every day, but we are used to it, so-. #00:16:03# 

73 R.: But that's even worse that you have to be used it. You know, I think that's worse that you 
know, yeah, what it is. #00:16:08# 

74 S.: Yeah, it's worse because you have it in mind. It's always in your head like: "It's because I'm 
this. It's because I'm this". And not, at times it will not even be because of the dark skin and you 
will be thinking "No, it's because I'm black skinned" (laughing). #00:16:27# 

75 R.: Yeah, I'm so sorry. And I think what's also interesting is really that the intersectionality is 
shown in the interview. So, for example, that the women say there is no norm. So that's a quote, 
that "there's no normal job for Black girls in Italy". So it's Black women who have to become 
prostitutes. So it's not all women and it's not all Black, but it's really specifically Black women 
who are being targeted. So it's really I think, yeah, it's really very specific discriminations that 
come into play as well and forms of violence. #00:16:58# 

76 S.: It's really those discrimination, there is violence, there is racism. When it comes to such 
things, it's always racism and discrimination. No. #00:17:11# 

77 R.: Oh, yes, it's horrible. It's not a it's not a very happy subject, I think. I'm sorry. We're always 
meeting for the very dark subject. It's nothing fun (laughing). #00:17:22# 

78 S.: Mhm (agreeing), it's okay (laughing). #00:17:26# 

79 R.: One day we should do something fun, I don't know. Go to the roller coasters or something 
(laughing). #00:17:31# 

80 S.: Yeah (laughing). #00:17:34# 

81 R.: Okay, and the last one is religion and spirituality, because I did include voodoo. So it's 
interesting that one woman who was Christian, it happened two times that she was favored. 
So, I think it's a bit similar to, to ethnicity, you know, that Europe-, in Europe were really 
preferred if you're white, if you're Christian. So, you know, other 'European values' being 
similar, I think that's why she was favored. And then Islam and voodoo, it was in both times 
decreasing agency. So in Islam, they were sent back. There was also violence based on 
discrimination, based on Islamophobia and for voodoo, I think it was really the strongest impact 
because it was limiting her agency. But it was also causing a lot of violence because you could 
not escape the persecution, because she was so afraid. #00:18:25# 

82 S.: It's so spiritual. It's spiritual. Voodoo is very spiritual. If you leave, you might die. If you leave, 
you might go mad. If you leave, you might do this. So, yeah. Voodoo is a religion. #00:18:41# 

83 R.: And I definitely think that- #00:18:43# 
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84 S.: So, we have (inaudible) #00:18:47# 

85 R.: Ah, the connection was bad. Sorry? #00:18:49# 

86 S.: Yeah, the connection is a little bit bad. But we have a Christian and then we have a Muslim 
and we have a voodoo. #00:19:00# 

87 R.: Yeah, yeah. But I do feel that with voodoo, it had the biggest impact. I think voodoo was 
really because, like you said, it's really, it's always in your mind. I think I think with Christianity 
it's not always there. But with voodoo, it's what will happen if I run away. It's causing the 
violence. It's really all the time there. #00:19:17# 

88 S.: Mhm (agreeing). Voodoo is the bigger one. We are so afraid of voodoo. When you live Africa, 
when you have done voodoo on you, it is difficult for you to, to withdraw from it. You are always 
scared. Always being scared. So voodoo is the bigger one here. #00:19:37# 

89 R.: Yeah, yeah, that's what I thought. Yes, true. Yes. And then and what is really interesting, I 
feel, is that the only, out of all these variables or out of all these factors, all these different 
aspects, it is pregnancy and it is the nationality and ethnicity. These are the only two where the 
vulnerability sometimes actually increases the agency. So in all others, like I said, you know, you 
have companionship. It sometimes helps. It doesn't have. But with sexuality, you are not a 
lesbian. You have more agency is always like in one direction, but with ethnicity. It was 
sometimes okay, you have, you are in this one instance of the woman. You are Black and that 
is a vulnerability. But because of that vulnerability, the smuggler helped her and it was the same 
with the pregnancy that she was being helped because they knew it's a bad situation. 
#00:20:36# 

90 S.: Yeah. #00:20:37# 

91 R.: So I felt those were the only two where it was not more financial, more agency, less financial, 
less agency, but it was the other side. #00:20:45# 

92 S.: Vulnerability, yeah. Out of vulnerability. #00:20:48# 
93 R.: But at the same time I felt like I said it's not. So, I would say that's, so my main questions are: 

Do women have agency? Yes, they do. Are they vulnerable. Yes, they do. All of this belongs 
together, like the mix that we just discussed it all agency and vulnerability. They belong 
together. But then when it comes to also interesting is that also agency leads to violence so that 
we had some instances where the woman spoke up or the woman did something. And because 
she did that, she got hurt because she said, no, I don't want to do this. She got hit or something 
like this. So it's not only that, it's not only that violence influences agency, but agency also 
influences violence. #00:21:34# 
 

94 S.: Yeah. That's right. #00:21:35# 

95 R.: And so what I saw, what I thought is when we put it all into one system, it's interesting 
because I feel normally vulnerability leads to less agency. So that was pretty much in all 
instances the case. And the only, the only instance where vulnerability led to more agency. It 
was really only small and it was only favorites. It was not, it was not that the system actually 
changed but it was only small, small favors. #00:22:03# 

96 S.: Mhm (agreeing), yeah. #00:22:06# 

97 R.: So, what would be needed in the future is really analyzing what are the vulnerabilities in 
building a system that really helps those who need it so that you have, for example, a system 
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where really those who don't have the money, so not per say, for example, all Syrians, but that 
you really look, for example, all people who don't have the money, they get help or something 
like this, you're not really changing the structure, not only a small favor here and a small favor 
there. #00:22:34# 

98 S.: Yeah, yeah. But changing the structure would be really difficult because if you if you want to 
take of the means of travelling, it's always illegal. They face all those things because they go 
through illegal way of being here (laughing). #00:22:51# 

99 R.: Yeah, yeah. That's the first thing that has to change: To make it legal. #00:22:56# 

100 S.: Yeah. So if we really want to help, we have to try to see how they can change it to make it 
actually more legal so as to avoid such passage. #00:23:06# 

101 R.: That is very true. That is very, very true. Yeah, very true. Also all the other things that we did 
not discuss, but the dangers of travelling by boat and dying, you know, all those. Yeah. Yeah, 
definitely. Definitely. Yeah. Oh, and sorry what I forget. Because we also we also did deceiving 
others and we also coded care and we also coded the external factors. So whether bombing 
and the infrastructure. So for example, you know that there were organizations helping or 
media attention. These are all factors that I will include. But I did not feel that they were really 
vulnerability. So, for example, taking care of others, you know, the girls, they did not want to 
call because they were afraid that the mother would be hurt or something like this. I didn't feel 
it was really a vulnerability itself, but it was more like a personal trait or a consequence of 
something else. How do you feel about it? #00:24:04# 

102 S.: I think it's a consequence of something. Yes. Yeah, it's a consequence. #00:24:08# 

103 R.: OK, and also, I felt being deceived, for example, that is also definitely a factor. If you are 
deceived, it influences your agency. But it's not really a vulnerability itself. It's the actions of 
others. And it's important how they treat you. But it's more-, it's also, again, the consequence 
of the others of outsiders. And the I think, was with the external factors, with where there were 
bombing and all. The institutions which are there, how the police treats you, it's all important, 
it all influences violence, it all influences agency, but it did not feel is really a vulnerability, but 
it's more the surrounding that you're in. #00:24:48# 

104 S.: Yeah. #00:24:49# 

105 R.: So I will definitely, I will definitely also include them in the analysis. But I don't feel there 
really-. You know, it's not the same as skin color or religion. It's a bit the outside. #00:24:59# 

106 S.: No, it actually have nothing to do with skin color or religions, because when the police comes 
in to help people, they do it like generally. Yeah. #00:25:08# 

107 R.: Exactly. Yeah. So that's what I thought, that this is the outside world and it's important to 
include that because it also influences your situation, but it's not really something having to do 
with the individual. #00:25:20# 

108 S.: Yeah. #00:25:21# 

109 R.: OK. So but I think from the main things, this is really, this is how I like-, this is how I will 
answer the research question that they do have agency, that they do have vulnerability. It 
belongs together. There is other factors. It's always a process. So in different situations, those 
factors will be different. It also belongs together with the outside situation and that sometimes 
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it actually increases agency, but only very limited and not really structurally. But there are 
definitely other, other favors would be needed. Something like that. #00:25:54# 

110 S.: Yeah. Yeah. #00:25:57# 

111 R.: Do you have anything that you think would be good to add? #00:26:00# 

112 S.: Mhm (thinking), I think we have to talk about most of the things that I know when it comes 
to travelling through the road (laughing), the experiences I know about. #00:26:14# 

113 R.: But for example, with the-, of course financial is important. But do you think with the other 
factors we found, would you say there is, for example, that religion is more or less important 
than ethnicity or other things like this? Or is it not really possible to rank it? #00:26:29# 

114 S.: Ethnicity is important. Let's forget about religion, because when you're traveling, there is no 
religion along the way. All they want to do is their focus on getting to where they are going to. 
So, they face more difficulties with ethnicity on the road when traveling. We have problem, we 
have the ethnicity and then religion, too. #00:26:52# 

115 R.: OK and also the are the others, but as is their language skills, then work, the companionship, 
sexuality, pregnancy, health, I mean, it all plays a role. But would you say because we saw that, 
that it all plays a role, but would you say it's possible to really rank it or is it just not possible 
because it all belongs together? #00:27:14# 

116 S.: For me, I think it's possible to rank it because it makes it easier to understand it. If you just 
put it together like you just say. (inaudible). For me, it's good to differentiate it. #00:27:32# 

117 R.: Yeah, that's true. But I mean, what I what I can do is just say how often we found them. So I 
go from the ones we found the most to the ones we found least. But do you think there's any 
additional besides I mean, you made it very clear that skin color is very important. Financial is 
very important. Is you think those are the two that really the two most important or is there 
are the things that you would highlight? #00:27:54# 

118 S.: For me, skin color is important. Ethnicity is important. And basically this is skin color. So, yeh, 
important, And then financial is important. Religion is important. And the language actually is 
really, really important when traveling. #00:28:12# 

119 R.: Yeah, I think all of it, because, for example, also health, because I think health is important 
when something happens. It may not be important when there is nothing wrong, but as soon 
as there is something wrong, it's very, very important. #00:28:24# 

120 S.: It's very important, yeah. Health is important, yeah. There are important things but most 
important, what there are some that are really, really most important. #00:28:37# 

121 R.: OK, that's really interesting to hear. OK, I'm thinking whether there's anything yeah, I mean, 
I will, I will try to put it together the way that I said it. Now, of course, maybe there are small 
changes, but what I also have to do, it is in the methods part of my thesis. I have to shortly talk 
about, like because I anony- I'm sorry, it's very complicated anonymized. Is that the word 
(laughing)? #00:29:09# 

122 S.: (Laughing) They want to say normalize it? #00:29:12# 

123 R.: No, I, I took your name out and: anonymous. I got- (laughing). #00:29:18# 
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124 S.: Anonymous. OK (laughing). #00:29:24# 

125 R.: It's so complicated (laughing). #00:29:24# 

126 S.: Yeah: Anonymously. #00:29:25# 

127 S.: Yeah, anonymously, right. Because you wanted to remain anonymously. I did, I did not use 
your name or anything. So what I did is what I simply used like A. like ABC I thought is, so it's 
really not it's really nothing having to do with your name and also took (women's organization's 
name) name out. So I just said a women's organization, so no one could trace it back. And I also 
#00:29:53# 

128 S.: Yeah. #00:29:53# 

129 R.: I can send it to you because I have a short paragraph that introduces you, just really trying 
to take all the information out that is really personal. So I said a woman in North-Rhine 
Westphalia. So it's really very general. But if you want, I can I can send it to you, so you can read 
through it and say whether you would take things out or add to things, anything you want on 
information. #00:30:16# 

130 S.: OK, I think that would be nice. If you send it to me, maybe I just go through it and see what 
we talk about, too. It's, it's good for my, for my remembrance. #00:30:27# 

131 R.: Of course. I mean, yes. I mean, it's different parts of this is like one very short one. It's called 
introducing A., so it's really introducing the co researcher. So that's you but anonymised. So you 
can read through that now if you want. I can send it to you, or whenever you have time, just 
like now. And I also write one part, I have to do it for the thesis, which talks about our 
relationship, like in the, in the conversation, how it felt. So you can also, if you want, you can 
also write me or give me some verbal feedback how you felt with with the conversations 
whether you thought it was unequal or whether you thought it was comfortable. All those 
emotions you have, I can very gladly put them in as well. And I also write down mine so you can 
also read through it if you want. #00:31:14# 

132 S.: OK, alright. #00:31:14# 

133 R.: And then of course, any time later when I have the-, when I write the thesis, of course I will 
send it to you. I will send you the printed version and you can read through it and you can have 
it and really look through it of course. #00:31:31# 

134 S.: Mhm (agreeing). Thank you. #00:31:31# 

135 R.: There is also some, some bigger things that I wanted to discuss in the discussion parts. So, 
for example, that I think it's very important to really include women more. So I think it is a pity. 
I mean, I understand that you have to stay anonymous for your own sake, but I think it's so 
unfair that I publish it with my own name and you, you the people who actually experience it, 
also the interviewees, all the women who are actually, you know, they're the ones who it's 
about. They have to stay anonymous to be safe. So I think, I definitely put a part in there how 
unfair that is and how society has to change to make it possible. So you can all speak for 
yourselves and not. #00:32:14# 

136 S.: Yeah, that's right. Society really needs to because I have interviews anonymous, anonymous, 
newspapers anonymous. I'm always anonymous (laughing). Yeah. #00:32:27# 
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137 R.: And that's so unfair. You should have the ability to speak up for yourself. And it's great that 
you do it, but it's not. You should have the freedom without consequences to be able to state 
your name, I think. #00:32:38# 

138 S.: Yes, that is true that's right. #00:32:41# 

139 R.: Yeah. And for example, also, I mean, that goes for my thesis. It's not only others, for example, 
that, you know, I write about the inequality. And then what happens is that in that sense, it's 
also unequal because I will be, my name will be there and yours won't be. So I definitely have 
to, not shame myself but I also definitely have to say that in this research as well, the inequality 
is there and it's really unfair and it should be different. But also, if you have any suggestions 
how to make it more fair in the future, do you have any idea how it could be different? 
#00:33:15# 

140 S.: Ahm (thinking), how to make it different in the future? I don't have it-, because I don't know 
how the Germans law, I think if I have to know how to make a difference, I need to know some 
rules and regulations in Germany that will facilitate making an impact. Now, I don't I don't know 
where to place my mind right now and how things can go differently. Like we have to speak 
openly to the-, yeah. So I don't know. #00:33:42# 

141 R.: Yeah, definitely. But I mean also more like now just in our conversation like with, with our 
research process, do you have any ideas there. How in the future it could be different, how to, 
how you would feel more equal or anything like that. Is there anything then-? #00:33:59# 

142 S.: Like being equal? Equal? #00:34:02# 

143 R.: Like for example with, with our research that I was the one who had you know, I, I had 
already prepared a lot and I was the one giving you all the information and I am the one who 
will be publishing with my name. So, do you-?. And I would love to change it. I would really love 
to put your name there as well and publish it together. But, you know, just right now, it's not 
possible. But if you have any idea how to make it also more equal than you are as much part of 
this research as I am, anything? #00:34:32# 

144 S.: No idea. But you could still put another name. Could you put another name? #00:34:37# 

145 R.: I could. Do you have like-, I will put whatever name you want. #00:34:41# 

146 S.: Yes. So I can give you another name you can put. #00:34:44# 

147 R.: OK, I will. #00:34:46# 

148 S.: Yes, I will text it to you on WhatsApp. Then, because it's actually good, you should put 
another name. Like any name. Not just being anonymous. There should be a name. That will 
help because you were not talking to a ghost. #00:35:00# 

149 R.: Of course. #00:35:01# 

150 S.: You were actually talking to somebody. So, my picture isn't there, my name should be there. 
Even if it's not my real name, but there should be a name that indicates that there was a human 
being there. #00:35:14# 

151 R.: That is a really, really good idea. Definitely see it the same way. That's really good. If you 
want what we could also do, you could, for example, take a picture that's not of your face. But 
if you want to somehow you could. It could be anything. It could be a picture of a tree. It could 
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be a picture of your head. You know, it could be anything that's not-, if you want. Of course, it's 
not a must. But if you somehow want to have you in there-. #00:35:36# 

152 S.: Yeah, I can send you an image of me from back. It will be very shadowed. So it would 
definitely get an image of me from back. #00:35:49# 

153 R.: OK, yes. Whatever you feel comfortable-. #00:35:52# 

154 S.: Let's really make it good. So you make, let the report to be very clear and there should be an 
image that's for sure. There was somebody. #00:36:00# 

155 R.: Yeah. That's a really good idea. I, whatever really, I will give as much or as little because for 
me it's very important that I, what I don't want is that you have any negative consequences of, 
of this. This is why right now I really put it as anonymous as I possibly could, but I definitely 
agree any name is good. If you want to give a picture. Good. But I don't want to put you in 
danger if you know you really whatever you feel comfortable with, I will do, if you don't feel 
comfortable: Also fine. #00:36:29# 

156 S.: It's OK, I'll give you some from back because I used to have some interview with this news 
vendors but I will-, I always give it from the back. I have an interview tomorrow and I still have 
to take it from back. So, I will send you a name and I will send you an image. Without my face. 
#00:36:51# 

157 R.: I would put a little star and say the name has been changed for security reasons, but it's a 
really good idea to have a name. Yeah that's great. So but yeah, just for like what I will also 
discuss is that I think that's really unequal that I get, that I get my master thesis and you also 
worked on it and I'm the only one who gets the recognition. So that's really unfair. And that 
system has to change (laughing). #00:37:13# 

158 S.: Yeah. #00:37:16# 

159 R.: And also, I think what is also really important is to not only in the future, concentrate on 
what we or what I did now, really focus on this flight itself, but also the situation before and 
after. It's not only, because the flight it's not just you know, it's not only this one point in time, 
because so many women fled because of violence before or what they experienced afterwards 
in Germany. It all belongs together. It's all the whole story. So it's definitely important in the 
future to to widen that perspective, I think. And I think what I'm also really trying to be careful 
about is because a lot of the men in the interviews where the partners who were violent, but I 
think at the same time, it's really important to take care not to frame all of refugee men as 
violent or as dangerous. #00:38:05# 

160 S.: Not all, not everybody. #00:38:07# 

161 R.: Exactly, because I think it's very easy, especially in Germany, to misuse that. You know, I 
don't want to be an excuse to say: "Oh, yes, we always knew the foreign men. They are 
dangerous. And that's another thesis who proves it". I really don't want that to be possible. So 
I think it's important to show and to show, really that the women are vulnerable. But they are 
human subjects. They do have names. They do have faces. And also the men, some men are 
perpetrators, but definitely not all men are perpetrators as well. #00:38:37# 

162 S.: Yeah. Not all, not all men, yeah. You're right. #00:38:40# 

163 R.: And to really also look at the bigger power structures, like you said, it has to be made legal 
for, to find another way to flee, you know, all those bigger structures. But we now look that is 



74 

 

very small and very personal. And how does one policeman interact? How does, you know 
things like this? But really look, what is the structure behind it all and how to change it? 
#00:39:01# 

164 S.: Yeah. #00:39:02# 

165 R.: Do you think there's anything as important that you would like to add to, like other topics, 
other parts? #00:39:10# 

166 S.: No. Nothing #00:39:12# 

167 R.: OK, OK, great. I'm really excited how this goes. #00:39:18# 

168 S.: Oh, yeah, #00:39:20# 

169 [Organizational details about the further process] #00:40:09’ 
 

170 R.: Thank you. So thank you so much. Is there anything that you feel that should be in there or 
anything you would like to add? #00:40:17# 
 

171 S.: Oh, no, no, I think everything is OK by me for now, everything's fine, yeah. #00:40:25# 

172 [Further organizational details and goodbye] #00:41:22# 

 


